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The irvasion targetse..
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L Pmldent Carter s nat;onal secunty adwser,
Zbi iew i Brzezinski told visitors: recently ‘that
World leaders would be wrong to suppose. the
Umted States. is*reluctant to use its power. ‘The
umted Stgt_ ' he saxd xs merely “playmg

- “He did not mentmn that even as he ke the
prwdent was’ ms}ung ahead with | ansstpoomuade
Iran, My associate Dale Van Atta spent three
fonths plecmg together the- invasion.plan.. To
protect.military methods; some of the top-secret
détails cannot be printed, But {this much can be
ll:gvaer;led‘tgheppnmané ﬁ;&sxgn target is Kharg’

in the Persian an ibl so
fhe southern’ Iram}m oil fields. poss }' mee

Kharg Island is‘'the’site’ ot the' oil’ termma.l
through which 90.percent:of Iran’s crude is
pumped into tankers for export, Not long after the
U.S: hostages “‘were seized in Iran, contingency
?gaz:nlsd were: developed for an assault on Kharg

I -Various' alte at lans were pre ared —
: rangmg from a surgical strike on the £1pehne that’
;oonnects the islan with the oil fields, to'a mili-
“tary occupation of the island complex. “The plan®
‘was originally- designed.to oompensate for not-
"getting the ‘hostages, kind of a tit.for'tat,” ‘ex-"
-plained a top source. “They'd have the hostag&c
:we'd have their key oil depot.” . -

Any military action should be taken. swiftly,
strateglsts urged, before the situation hardened.
But Carter held back unti] his plunging ‘political
fortunes brought a change of heart. Then he de- |
.cided to attempt rescuing the hostages in prefer-
ence to invading Kharg Island, , A
.« Now the old contingency plans have been.
dusted off. and Carter is preparing for an October ,
invasion Here are some’of the jigsaw pieces::

“. ¥ @ Carter made-a secret decision last Febru-
‘ary to shift a spy satellite to cover, the area: It
took four months to get the satellite into position.
‘Not until- June did the satellite begin transmitting

detailed photos, which are needed for the invasion
preparanons These photos are stxll'bemg
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More- recently, 500 Al!‘ Forc personnet.
Awere quietly transferred-to Egypt: They were fgl-|
lowed(\)y a squadron of F4aircraft whxch began‘
“training exercises” with the Egyptian’ air force,’
The same ploy was used last December to dis-

‘guise air operations that Jater supported the hos-
tage rescue attempt. % i

- WUnder top security, the United States has!
baen he cﬁ)mg the Egyptians upgrade their air bas-
es, which would be vital staging areas for an Iran. '

ian operation. Ultra-secret communications and ;
rmhtary equxpment have also been s}upped to

‘ gy& A specxal lomsucs force has been deployed |

at Dlego Garcxa the only U.S. base in the Indxan’

"Ocean. At least six container ships were secretly’
“loaded at Wilmington, N.C., with equipment for
- ground forces. *‘This logxstxcal force could sail to:
-a designated Persian Gulf area port in about five:
- days,” statesa secret memorandum to the presi-
_dent, "“There.it.would be met by the combat
“troops who have arrived by airlift. From this ren-

‘dezvous point, they would draw thexr equipment
emd gmceed to the objective area.”
Fmally the plan calls for four of the Navy s

.12 carrier task forces in the Indian Ocean, Twoal- -
‘ready have arrived; one is in the Mediterranean

ready to move qmckly through the Suez Canal; a
fourth could reach the Persxan Gulf in time for
the operation..

The “‘winds of 120 days,”.a penod of vxolent

wind and dust storms that bega.n in May, would
hamper - military operations in Iran during the
summer. The president can argue, therefore, that
October is a good time for the invasion.
__But planners believe the timing is intended to
save Carter’s polmcal skin. They suspect his real
intent is to create a'national emergency that will
keep him in the White House. Political studies
show that a president can increase his support
dmmaucany by whipping up patriotic fervor. -

As I've stressed in earlier columns, the inva-
sion plan will not become operauonal until the
president gives the n light, He would need
some prétext for the invasion, such as the trial or
execution of a hc»ta&le sources say. But one plan-
ner acknowledged that “a justification could be
eas:ly publxcxzed beforeh'md " ‘

" Meanwhile, Carter is commumg }us secrbr
dxplomatnc efforts to secure the release of the hos-
tages. He would prefer to bring them home before
the election by peaceful means. But sources close
to the operation say that if the peaceful efforts

fail, as expected, the president intends to activate
the invasion plan. The risk, of course, is war,

® Jack Anderson is a s;mdzcated mbeaaga
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